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ErgoMek Drill Boss

This rig holds one or more rotary hammers and is designed to boos
while reducing exposure to muscle strain, vibration, and silica dust

By David Frane

The Dil Boss is the commerci
device developed by research
ergonommics at the University of
Berksley. IU's a ig that holds o
hammers, and is designed to b
‘while reducing the operator's e}
strain, vibration, and siica dus|
olding a rock dilor otary har
stands off to the side and tun

Boss that advances the tool i
video below). Strain and viorati
the ig; dust is handled by the
vacuum and shroud (or hollow
choice. The purchaser supplies
‘which need not be a particular
models can be bolted into the rig. Holes can be dilled horizontally, vertically, and at al
between.

Is there a Drill Boss in your future? Probably not, unless your company drils hundred

drils concrete on a regular basis. And there are companies that do that; most are involved with large ‘

‘commercial construction projects—which s where the device underwent testing. With a price tag of
UNITED STATES
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$4,500, the Dril Boss is beyond the means of the average contractor. But large construction companies

‘may buy them and one can hope that some of the rental yards will too.
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Jeff Rubenstone is a contributor to ENR and ENR.com. He is based in New York.
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'UCSF enginer Alan Barr (ight) demonstrates his invention, the Drl Boss . Gctober 2013 2)

In his work a5 a principal development engincer at the Uriversity of denuary (3)

Califomia, San Francisco, ergonomics expert Alan Barr has invented his ~~ Mareh (2

share of devices to reduce worker atigue and Injury rates. His latest September (1)

invention, the Dil Boss, is a vibration-reducing fg designed for one to two

concrete drls. Most Recent Tags

"We'e not trying to take the worker out of the loop," says Barr. "We need  Auhorty
people to operate this. There's some finesse that goes into this Work—you  Truway
hit rebar, you want a guy that knows ‘fm hiting rebar.’ That comes from an v\
operator stil etting responsiveness.”

New
While the Drill Boss offers feedback to the user, potentially hamful Constnuctors
vibrations are significantly reduced. *Vibrations are reduced by a buitin  cgp

‘compression spring and a rubber handle. By the time the vibrations reach

CPWR [ ‘ To learn more contact

principal engineer Alan Barr
at Alan.Barr@Qucsf.edu
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