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How the Campaign Developed

▪ NORA Construction Sector Council-led

▪ Campaign leaders: NIOSH, OSHA and CPWR—The 
Center for Construction Research and Training

▪ Evidence-based campaign

▪ Evaluation essential to demonstrate success



Why Focus on Falls?



Number of fatalities in construction, falls and 
other fatalities, 2003-2017

Source:  The Construction Chart Book, 6th

Edition, CPWR 2018 using BLS data. 
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Fatal falls to a lower level in construction by 

primary source, sum of 2015-2017 (All employed)

Source:  The Construction Chart Book, 6th

Edition, CPWR 2018 using BLS data. 
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Number of fatal falls, selected construction 

subsectors, sum of 2011-2017 (All employment)
Source:  The Construction Chart Book, 6th

Edition, CPWR 2018 using BLS data. 
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Fatal falls in construction, by height of fall, sum 

of 2015-2017 (All employment)
Source:  The Construction Chart Book, 6th

Edition, CPWR 2018 using BLS data. 
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Source: Fatal injury data were generated by the CPWR Data Center with restricted access to the BLS CFOI micro data. The views expressed here do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the BLS. Employment data were from the Current Population Survey. Calculations by the CPWR Data Center.

Rates of fatal injuries in construction, by establishment size, 

2003-2016 (Wage-and-salary workers)



Falls Prevention Campaign –
Our Messages

PLAN ahead to get the job done safely
PROVIDE the right equipment
TRAIN everyone to use the equipment safely

… because Safety Pays Falls Cost 



NIOSH Construction Falls Campaign site
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/stopfallscampaign.html

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/stopfallscampaign.html


NIOSH Construction Falls Campaign site
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NIOSH Science Blog



Continued Focus and Outreach to Small 
Hispanic Residential Construction Contractors



National Safety Stand-Down
to Prevent Falls Kickoff Event

Scott C. Ketcham MPA, CSP

Director, Directorate of Construction



#StandDown4Safety



▪ The goal of the stand-down is to help ensure every worker returns home 
safely by:

• raising awareness of fall hazards,

• sharing how to prevent fatalities and injuries related to falls, and

• eliminating FALLS – because they are preventable

7th Annual National Stand-Down 
September 14-18, 2020



Virtual/Small Group Stand-Downs

▪ The COVID-19 Pandemic has caused us to change 
the way we do stand-downs from years past.

▪ OSHA is now encouraging employers to promote 
fall safety while holding their stand-downs 
virtually or while employing social distancing 
practices among small groups.

www.osha.gov/coronavirus
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Top 10 Violations in Construction

1. Fall Protection – General Requirements 
(1926.501)

2. Scaffolding (1926.451)

3. Ladders (1926.1053)

4. Fall Protection – Training (1926.503)

5. Eye and Face Protection (1926.102)

6. General Safety and Health 
Provisions (1926.20) 

7. Head Protection (1926.100)

8. Specific Excavation 
Requirements (1926.651)

9. Aerial Lifts (1926.453)

10. Fall Protection Systems 
Criteria and Practices 
(1926.502)

SOURCE : OIS
As of 9/30/19



Construction Focus Four

Construction site fatalities in 2018

▪ Falls: 338 (33.5%);

▪ Struck by object: 112 (11.1%);

▪ Electrocutions: 86 (8.5%);

▪ Caught in/between: 55 (5.5%).

Note: These "Fatal Four" were responsible for more than half (58.6%) of the construction worker deaths in 2018, BLS reports.  

Eliminating the Fatal Four would save 591 workers' lives in America every year.

https://www.bls.gov/iif/oshwc/cfoi/cftb0330.htm


Construction Fatal Fall Incidents

Fatal Fall Incidents in Construction - From one level to another

Type of Construction Number Percent

Roofing 77 23%

Residential Building 67 20%

Plumbing and HVAC 24 7%

Nonresidential Building 20 6%

Painting and Wall Covering 17 5%

Heavy and Civil Engineering 16 5%

Electrical 15 5%

Source: BLS 2018 CFOI Data
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Fall Fatalities in Residential Construction 

Year 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total Construction Falls 359 364 384 386 338

Total Residential Falls 55 62 63 65 67

Residential Falls to a Lower 
Level

52 61 61 62 65

Source: BLS Data



Stand-Down Resources

Click the “Resources” tab on OSHA’s National 
Safety Stand-Down webpage for free fall 
prevention materials such as training guides, 
stickers, fact sheets, and videos (available in 
English and Spanish).

www.osha.gov/StopFallsStandDown/



After the Stand-Down

▪ Receive a “Certificate of 
Participation”

– Go to the stand-down 
certificate webpage.

– Share your experience and 
pictures with us.



Staying Safe During COVID-19

Remember to:

▪ Stay home if you are sick.  

▪ Wash your hands with soap and water or alcohol-based hand 

rubs containing at least 60% alcohol. 

▪ Wear a face covering.

▪ Continue social distancing.

▪ Avoid sharing equipment and tools. 



www.osha.gov

800-321-OSHA (6742)



Resources for the 
Stand-Down & Year-Round

Chris Trahan Cain

Executive Director
CPWR – The Center for 

Construction Research & Training



Stopconstructionfalls.com
stopconstructionfalls.com/one-stop-stand-down-shop



2020 Stand-Down Plan



Virtual Events

▪ 2020 Stand-

Down Week 

Webinars

▪ On-Demand 

Webinars & 

Videos

▪ New Podcast



Stand-Down Promotional Tools
▪ Podcast

▪ Promotional Video - https://youtu.be/ke1L_ROExdE 

▪ About the Stand-Down Flyer

▪ Social Media Posts

▪ Jobsite Posters 

English & Spanish 
Infographics

https://youtu.be/ke1L_ROExdE


Additional Training Resources

▪ Infographics (English 

& Spanish)

▪ Videos (English & 

Spanish)

▪ Hardhat Stickers

▪ Hazard Alert Cards 

(English & Spanish)

▪ Toolbox Talks 

(English & Spanish)

▪ NIOSH Ladder App & 

Aerial Lift Simulator



http://stopconstructionfalls.com/online-ordering-form/

Online Ordering Form



https://stopconstructionfalls.com/prevent-falls-training-other-

resources/plan-provide-train/

Small Contractor Resources



Evaluation Efforts
https://stopconstructionfalls.com/about-the-campaign/evaluation-efforts/



NEW! Data Bulletin: New Trends of Fatal 
Falls in the Construction Industry



After the Stand-Down



QUESTIONS?


