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Background
• Although fatal occupational injuries in the 

industry are well researched, there is limited 
information on construction worker deaths 
off the job, despite worksite exposures and 
tasks that may have lifetime health impacts, 
such as causing cancers. 

• Prior research found, for example, that 19% of 
construction workers had a respiratory disease 
and 26% had cancer, diabetes, or heart, kidney, 
or liver disease. 

• As demographics of the industry shift and 
more women enter the field, there is also a 
need for expanded health resources on topics 
such as pregnancy.

Source: CPWR Data Bulletin
https://www.cpwr.com/wp-content/uploads/DataBulletin-January2023.pdf 

https://www.cpwr.com/wp-content/uploads/DataBulletin-January2023.pdf


Top 39 major category cause of death* among
construction workers by age, 2020^



Top 5 detailed causes of death* among construction workers 
16-34 years old, 2020



Top 5 detailed causes of death* among construction workers 
35-64 years old, 2020



Top 5 detailed causes of death* among construction workers 
65 years or older, 2020



Workers by sex and industry, 2011 and 2022



Physicians’ Alerts
• Developed to ensure that construction workers at risk of developing 

work-related medical conditions are properly diagnosed and treated
• Available in English and Spanish
• Worker’s section – best practices, tips, and resources
• Doctor’s section – information on hazards faced, screening methods, 

and accommodations or treatment needed
• Current topics include:

• Occupational Contact Dermatitis
• Occupational Silicosis and Silica-Related Illnesses
• Pain Management (Opioids)
• Work-Related Asthma
• Working Safely while Pregnant

https://www.cpwr.com/research/research-to-practice-r2p/r2p-library/physicians-alerts/ 

https://www.cpwr.com/research/research-to-practice-r2p/r2p-library/physicians-alerts/


Contact Dermatitis



Silicosis & Silica-Related Illnesses



Work-Related Asthma (WRA)



Pain Management (Opioids)



Pregnant Construction Worker Safety & Health



Pregnant Construction Worker Safety & Health



Work-Related Task Lists by Occupation



Work-Related Task Lists by Occupation
• Boilermakers
• Brickmasons, Blockmasons, 

Stonemasons
• Carpenters
• Cellular Tower 

Installers/Repairers
• Cement Masons
• Construction Laborers
• Construction Managers
• Drywall Finishers
• Electricians
• Elevator Constructors
• Explosives Workers and 

Blasters
• Fence Erectors

• Floor Coverers
• Glaziers
• Heating, Air Conditioning, and 

Refrigeration Mechanics and 
Installers

• Insulators
• Iron Workers
• Manufactured Building and 

Mobile Home Installers
• Millwrights
• Operating Engineers and Other 

Construction Equipment 
Operators

• Painters, Paperhangers, and 
Tapers

• Pile Driver Operators
• Pipelayers
• Plasterers
• Plumbers, Pipefitters, and 

Steamfitters
• Riggers
• Roofers
• Sheet Metal Workers
• Solar Thermal Installers and 

Technicians
• Telecommunications
• Welders, Cutters, Solderers, 

and Brazers



Work-Related Task Lists by Occupation



Thank you!

Questions?
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