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Who We Are
CPWR is the nation’s leading nonprofit dedicated to improving safety and 
health for construction workers. For more than 30 years, we’ve developed 
free research-based resources, delivered training, and provided health 
screenings, always in collaboration with industry partners.

Industry Impact
CPWR brings together people from across the country—including OSHA, 
NIOSH, DOE, contractors, and unions—to advance safety and health in the 
construction industry. By prioritizing safety, health, and well-being, we help 
keep workers on the job and keep companies productive and delivering high-
quality work. We respond to persistent and emerging hazards, strengthen safety 
climate, promote leadership, and target hard-to-reach populations.  

Research 
Leadership
Since the early 1990s, CPWR 
has served as NIOSH’s 
National Construction Center, 
leading over 220 solution-
oriented research projects 
and providing the most reliable 
data on employment, injuries, 
and illnesses.

Training 
Excellence
Through partnerships 
with NIEHS and OSHA, 
CPWR offers courses 
from the OSHA 10-Hour to 
advanced train-the-trainer 
programs, bridging the 
gap between research and 
real-world job sites.

Health Screening 
Innovation
Our DOE-funded Building 
Trades National Medical 
Screening Program (BTMed) 
has screened 25,000 former 
DOE construction workers 
and helped thousands identify 
occupational illnesses and 
access care.

Our Mission
To eliminate hazards in construction by producing, 
applying, and widely sharing research that 
strengthens safety and health on every jobsite. We 
provide resources for the public, deliver training 
and technical support, and study how working 
conditions, work organization, technology, and 
policy shape the well‑being of construction workers.

Our Vision
A construction industry where every worker goes home safe and healthy each 
day and transitions into retirement with the health and freedom to enjoy the life 
they’ve earned, free from job‑related injuries and diseases.

Our Commitment
Delivering trusted tools, training, 
and occupational health screenings.



“�We trust CPWR to provide 
knowledge we use to create safer 
practices across our company.”  

— Kenneth J. Rueter, President and Chief Executive 
Officer, United Cleanup Oak Ridge LLC (UCOR) 

The Industry Our ResponseThe Dangers for Workers

Why Our Work Matters

12 Million 
Workers 

Construction 
drives U.S. growth 
and employs 
millions.

$2 Trillion 
Impact 

A cornerstone 
of the American 
economy.

145,000 
Reported 

Injuries

Likely only half of 
the true number 
due to widespread 
underreporting.

Proven 
Interventions

Delivering practical 
solutions that reduce 
diseases, injuries, and 
fatalities.

Long-Term 
Harm 

Job hazards cause 
chronic disabilities 
and shortened 
lifespans.

National 
Leadership

Leading NIOSH’s National 
Construction Center for eight 
consecutive 5-year cycles.

20% of 
Fatal 

Injuries

Even though 
construction 
represents only 7% 
of U.S. employment.

Industry 
Awareness

Providing industry‑ 
leading safety 
statistics and elevating 
awareness of risks.

Occupational 
Health 

Surveillance

Managing the world’s 
largest construction 
worker cohort with long-
term medical follow-up.

Extensive 
Training 
Network

Delivering thousands 
of OSHA and specialty 
safety courses nationwide 
through skilled trainers.

High-Risk
One of the most 
hazardous sectors 
for workers.



How We Work

Monitor
CPWR has an unparalleled ability to track and understand 
trends in construction safety and health. To target our work, 
we compile and analyze data on injuries, illnesses, fatalities, 
diseases, and working conditions. 

Partnerships
CPWR captures industry safety and 
health needs by collaborating with 
hundreds of organizations:

	X Employers and employer associations

	X Federal and state agencies

	X International safety and health groups

	X Insurance firms

	X Joint labor-management committees 

	X Labor organizations

	X Owners

Hearing Loss  Linked to Early Death and Dementia BTMed Research Finding

BTMed Program
BTMed’s 25,000 participants make up 
the  world’s largest cohort of construction 
workers receiving long-term medical 
follow-up. Results from their screenings 
drive our actions to improve the lives of all 
construction workers. 

Fatal Nonfatal

96.4%
(n=776)

0.9%
(n=7)

2.7%
(n=22)

Falls to lower level
Falls on same level
Slip or trip without fall
Other fall, slip, or trip

44.2%
(n=19.4K)

4.8%
(2.1K)

18.2%
(n=8.0K)

32.7%
(n=14.4K)

Falls, slips, and trips, by injury type 
and major subsector (2021-2022)

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2021-2022 Census of Fatal Occupational 
Injuries and 2021-2022 Survey of Occupational Injuries and Illnesses.

CPWR Data Center
	X The Construction Chart Book features more than 50 chapters on all facets of the industry — economic, 

demographic, employment/income, education/training, safety and health, and more.  

	X Data Bulletins focused on key topics.  

	X Data Dashboards: interactive and dynamic.



Explore

CPWR leads the way in 
construction safety and 
health research through 
partnering with top 
universities. 

CPWR research creates 
knowledge that changes 
the construction industry.

Delving Deep into Research Topics
We prioritize research on safety hazards, health hazards, MSDs and pain, suicide and overdose 
prevention, organization of work, and policy impacts. We support multi-year projects—nearly 
80 over the past three decades—as well as shorter-term Small Studies—more than 140 so 
far—that demonstrate the viability of new technologies or test an innovative approach.

Our research is effective because it: 

	X Responds to industry needs

	X Takes place on construction sites

	X Involves employers and workers

	X Focuses on actionable solutions

How We Work



How We Work

Change
CPWR drives change in the construction industry. We deliver 
knowledge to people who use it to take action to improve safety 
and health on the job.

Proven Free Resources 
	X Research-based safety and health materials 

created with the industry for the industry.

	X Planning tools like checklists and templates 
that help contractors control hazards such 
as electrical work, falls, heat, and silica.

	X Toolbox Talks, Hazard Alert Cards, info-
graphics, and other highly visual materials 
to use on jobsites and in training.

	X Resources in English and Spanish.

High-Quality Training  
	X Delivered through 1,600+ joint building trades 

apprenticeship and training centers, our training 
prepares new workers to recognize hazards on the 
jobsite and experienced workers for new tasks.

	X Our training ranges from introductory OSHA 
courses to advanced safety and environmental 
hazards instruction. 

	X Our training tools offer comprehensive instruc-
tion on manual materials handling, mental health, 
noise, and safety culture.

How much does  
a bricklayer lift?

PHYSICAL DEMANDS IN MASONRY

1 Week: 19 tons
about seven F350 trucks

*Based on an average of 200 blocks per day, 38 lbs each.

1 Day: 3.8 tons*
about two small SUVs

1 Year: 950 tons
about 2 1/2 fully loaded Boeing 747s PLAN. PROVIDE. TRAIN. Three simple steps to preventing falls.

Company Name: ________________________________ Date: _________________________ 

 

 

 

Job Name: __________________________________________________________________________________  

Jobsite Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Job Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Job Foreman: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Qualified Person: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

1. JOBSITE/BUILDING DETAILS

Use the following page to sketch and note the important details of the jobsite.  Be sure to consider: 

• Type of jobsite or building (e.g. two-story residential home, commercial high-rise, highway work)

• Type of work being done (e.g. framing, roofing, electrical, restoration)

• Prevention through Design measures already in place (e.g. permanent railings or permanent ladders)

• Relevant work surfaces & building materials (e.g. abrasive concrete edges, slippery floors)

• Estimated duration of job (should you consider longer-term solutions such as scaffolding vs. moveable

lifts?)

FALL PROTECTION PLAN 

CPWR – The Center for Construction Research and Training created this document as part of the 

National Campaign to Prevent Falls in Construction to provide companies with guidance on how to develop or 

enhance their site-specific fall protection plans.  While OSHA only requires a written fall protection plan for 

employees engaged in leading edge work, precast concrete erection work, or residential construction work who 

can demonstrate that it is infeasible or it creates a greater hazard to use conventional fall protection equipment 

(See 1926.501(b)(2), (b)(12), and (b)(13)), CPWR believes that developing and implementing a detailed fall 

protection plan is essential to protect all workers at risk for a fall. We encourage you to use any and all sections 

that are applicable to your jobsite(s).  

Note: blue text indicates that a word can be found in the glossary at the end of this packet.  

For more information about the National Campaign to Prevent Falls in Construction, including how to 

participate in the annual Safety Stand-Down, visit stopconstructionfalls.com. 

Noise and Hearing Protection 
 

 
 

©2017, CPWR-The Center for Construction Research and Training. All rights reserved. CPWR is the research and training arm of NABTU. 

Production of this document was supported by cooperative agreement OH 009762 from the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 

Health (NIOSH). The contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of NIOSH. 

 

On the job, too much noise can distract you. You may not hear warnings. Noise damages the nerves in your inner ears. Those nerves cannot be repaired. You might not be able to understand what people are saying. If you are exposed to too much noise, you can lose your hearing—and possibly your life. 
Richard’s Story 
Richard worked on a 16-month road job, jackhammering concrete. The daily noise was so loud that he could not hear the people speak around him. Since the supervisor did not wear hearing protection, Richard did not think he needed to. After the job ended, he began to have 

ringing in his ears. He had his hearing tested and found that he had a partial hearing loss. 
 Have you or someone you know worked in ahigh-noise work area without wearing any kind of hearing protection? Why wasn’t hearing protection used?
 What actions should have been taken to prevent this hearing loss?

Remember This 
 Pay attention to noise levels where you work. The best way to know if you need hearing protection is 

to measure the sound levels (in decibels).  If you don't have the tools to do this, the next best way is 
the shout test. If you have to shout to be heard when standing 3 feet (at arm's length) away from someone, then it's probably over 85 decibels and hearing protection should be worn.  Find the most comfortable hearing protectors (earplugs or earmuffs) and make sure you wear them every time you are around loud noise.  If you choose to wear disposable foam earplugs, make sure you insert them properly.  If you are not 

sure how to, then ask your supervisor for training.  Avoid inserting or removing earplugs if your hands 
are dirty, to avoid an ear infection.   Wear hearing protection and take breaks from loud 
noise. 

 Look for signs that identify noise hazards.  Ask your employer to consider purchasing quieter 
equipment in the future. 

 If possible, move your work away from noise sources or move the noise sources away from your 
work area. 

 Have your hearing tested as soon as possible to have a baseline measurement of your hearing. Have 
it rechecked during regular doctor visits to make sure you haven’t damaged your hearing.  

 

OSHA Regulation: 1926.52 

1. 

2. 

How can we stay safe today? What will we do at the worksite to reduce noise exposure and protect us from hearing loss? 

Take Action! 
Start Here:

CPWR.com
Intensive 
Outreach

A dozen webinars per 
year, attended by 4,000 
people live, with up to 
15,000 on-demand 
views of earlier sessions

Webinars Social media
14,000 followers across 
four platforms

Media coverage
80-100 stories per year

Email
27,000 newsletter 
subscribers

Campaigns
Lead national efforts to 
Stop Construction Falls and 
Prevent Struck-by Incidents  

Websites
30,000 visitors 
per month

Publications
50-70 new or 
updated per year



CPWR’s Impact

We make construction sites safer and healthier
Construction work has become significantly safer since CPWR began in 1990:

	X The fatality rate has declined over 30%. 	X The nonfatal injury rate has declined 80%. 

CPWR’s evidence influences countless management practices, OSHA 
standards, and consensus standards to improve working conditions for 
American construction workers.

Our training programs prepare un- and 
underemployed workers for careers 
in construction and environmental 
remediation, apprentices to recognize 
safety and health hazards on the job, and 
experienced workers in advanced safety 
and health concepts and training methods.

We set the agenda
	X By convening and partnering  

with people across the industry, 
we lead responses to the  
key issues that cause worker 
injuries, illnesses, and death. 

	X We chair national construction 
safety committees.

	X We partner with OSHA as an  
Alliance Ambassador.

	X We lead joint labor-management 
construction industry groups to 
consensus on worker protections.

We are a trusted leader
	X More than 1,000,000 people have taken our Foundations 

for Safety Leadership course, which builds safety culture.

	X 66,000 students took OSHA 10/30 courses we offered 
in 2025.

	X 15,000 students trained in areas such as handling 
asbestos, confined space, disaster response, fall  
protection, and hazardous waste in 2025.

	X Managers and workers requested more than 
266,000 Hazard Alert Cards—which describe  
common hazards and how to respond—in the last year. 

	X Over 100 organizations invited CPWR to speak 
at their events this year. 

We reach across the industry
	X Our network includes more than 52,000 

employers and 3 million construction workers.

BTMed Saves Lives
	X 25,000 workers

	X 50,000 screenings 

	X 12,000 early lung cancer CT scans 

	X 100% satisfaction rate

	X 4 out of 5 lung cancers identified 
are early stage, when treatment is 
most effective and survival rates 
are highest.

BTMed has added an average of  
1.5 years of life per participant.

“�If not for the 
screening program, 
my problems 
probably wouldn’t 
have been caught in 
time—and I probably 
wouldn’t be here.”

— Jack Nordling, Ironworkers Local 709,  
Former Savannah River Site Worker
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North American Contractors 
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cpwr.com

stopconstructionfalls.com 

scsmis.com

silica-safe.org

bestbuiltplans.org

btmed.org

btcomp.org

esmartmark.org

CPWR Websites

BUG

8484 Georgia Ave., Suite 1000 
Silver Spring, MD 20910
www.cpwr.com
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