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What Is a Confined Space? 
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Î  Has limited or restricted openings for 
entry/exit 
 
Ï  Is not meant for continuous         
employee occupancy 
 
Ð  Is large enough and shaped so an 
employee can get inside the space and do 
assigned work 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   



 
 

 
   

 

What Makes It a Permit-Required 
Confined Space 
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at least one of the following: 
 

9  Hazardous atmosphere (or 
potential for one) 

 
9  Material that could engulf a person 

 
9  A shape that could trap or 

asphyxiate someone 
 

9  Any other recognized serious 
safety or health hazard, including 
any other hazard that will prevent 
a worker from self-rescue  

 
*29 CFR 1910.146 (b) 


