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ErgoMek Drill Boss

This rig holds one or more rotary hammers and is designed to boos
while reducing exposure to muscle strain, vibration, and silica dust

By David Frane

“The Drill Boss is the commerci
device developed by researchs
ergonomics at the University
Berkeley. I's a ig that holds o
hammers, and is designed to
‘while reducing the operator's e
strain, vibration, and silica du
holding a rock dril or rotary has
stands offto the side and tum:
Boss that advances the too! i
ideo below). Strain and vibrat
the rig; dustis handied by the
vacuum and shroud (or hollow
choice. The purchaser supplies
‘which need not be a particular
models can be bolted into the rig. Holes can be diilled horizontally, vertically, and at al
between.

Is there a Drill Boss in your future? Probably not, unless your company drills hundred|

drils concrete on a regular basis. And there are companies that do that; most are involved with large:
‘commercial construction projects—which s where the device underwent testing. With a price tag of
84,500, the Drill Boss is beyond the means of the average contractor. But large construction comparies

may buy them and one can hope that some of the rental yards wil too.
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World of Concrete: Ergonomic Drill Rig Reduces Vibrations
Posted by Jefirev.rubenstone at 122/2014 5:39 PM CST

UCSF engineer Alan Bar (igh!) demonstates his nvention, the D gose

In his work s a principal development engineer at the University of
Califomia, San Francisco, ergonomics expert Alan Barr has invented his
share of devices to reduce worker fatigue and njury rates. His latest
invention, the Dl Boss, is a vibration-reducing g designed for one to two
concrete diils.

"Wetre not trying to take the worker out of the loop," says Barr. "We need
paopoto parale tris. Theres some fnesse that gos o s work—you

i ebar, you wat a gy hat knows i hiting reba- That comes for an
‘operator stil eting responsiveness.”

Whileth Dril Boss ofers eadbsck tothe user, potstally amil
vibrations are significantly reduced. *Vibrations are reduced by a builtin
‘compression spring and  rubber handle. By the e he sl reach
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Jeff Rubenstone is a contributor to ENR and ENR.com. He is based in New York.
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principal engineer Alan Barr
at Alan.Barr@ucsf.edu



