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DEMOGRAPHICS



Foreign Born Nat ive Born Tot al

Tot al 35.8 252.6 288.4

Hispanic 16.8 25.1 41.9

Whit e 7.4 185.1 192.5

Black 2.5 31.9 34.4

Asian 8.4 4.0 12.3

Ot her 0.6 6.6 7.2

Household Population,  2005 

(in millions)

Not e:  Whit e,  black,  Asian and ot her populat ions refer t o t heir non-Hispanic components.

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he 2005 American Communit y Survey



Household Population,  2005 

(distribution by race/ ethnicity)

Foreign Born Nat ive Born

Tot al 100% 100%

Hispanic 47.1% 9.9%

Whit e 20.8% 73.3%

Black 7.1% 12.6%

Asian 23.4% 1.6%

Ot her 1.7% 2.6%

Not e:  Whit e,  black,  Asian and ot her populat ions refer t o t heir non-Hispanic components.

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he 2005 American Communit y Survey



Population Change: Ages 25-44 

2000-2005

-1,177,000

-4,227,000

2,206,000

774,000

78,000

Total Non-Hispanic

White

Hispanic Non-Hispanic

Asian

Non-Hispanic

Black

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Annual Social  and Economic Supplement ,  Current  Populat ion Survey,  March 2005 and Census 2000



Population Change:  Hispanics by Nativity 

Ages 25-44,  2000-2005

2,206,000

1,458,000

748,000

All Hispanics Foreign Born Native Born

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Annual Social  and Economic Supplement ,  Current  Populat ion Survey,  March 2005 and Census 2000



Immigration Categories
Major Destinations (67% of Immigrants)

All Other States

Other High Growth States (1990-2000 > 91%)

New Immigration Growth Centers: 1990-2000

Top 10 Growth States (135-274%)

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er



LABOR MARKET



Hispanics and Immigrants 

in the Labor Force

Primary source of new workers

More likely to be young and not well educated

Concentrated by occupation and industry

Low earnings for Hispanic immigrants

Growing numbers in new settlements

Many unauthorized



The U.S. Labor Force, 2007 

(millions)

Total

Native

Born

Foreign

Born

Total 152.1 128.4 23.6

White 104.5 99.8 4.7

Black 16.7 14.7 1.9

Hispanic 21.3 9.6 11.6

Asian & NHPI 7.2 1.9 5.3

Other 2.4 2.3 0.1

Not e:  Dat a are for t he f irst  quart er of  2007 and are not  seasonally adj ust ed.  Whit e,  black,  Asian and 

ot her populat ions refer t o t heir non-Hispanic component s.

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey



Shares of Foreign-Born Workers 

Within Race and Ethnicity Groups, 2007

73.8%

4.5%

11.6%
15.5%

54.6%

White Black All Hispanic Asian & NHPI

Not e:  Dat a are for t he f irst  quart er of  2007 and are not  seasonally adj ust ed.  Whit e,  black,  Asian and 

ot her populat ions refer t o t heir non-Hispanic component s.

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey



The Change in the Labor Force, 2000 to 2006 
(millions)

2000 2006 Change

Total 143.1 152.0 8.9

Non-Hispanic 126.3 131.1 4.8

Hispanic 16.7 20.9 4.1

Foreign Born 7.3 9.2 1.9

Native Born 9.5 11.7 2.2

Not e:  Dat a ref lect  annual averages.

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey



The Growth in the Labor Force From 2000 to 2006

3.8%
6.2%

23.3%

26.5%

Non-Hispanics All Native-Born

Hispanics

Foreign-Born

Hispanics

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey



Hispanic Share of the Labor Force by Age, 2007

17.7%

19.6%

15.3%

14.0%

10.2%

7.3%

16-24

25-34

35-44

All Ages

45-54

55 and older

Not e:  Dat a are for t he f irst  quart er of  2007 and are not  seasonally adj ust ed.  

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey



Hispanic Share of the Labor Force 

by Level of Education, 2007

Not e:  Dat a are for t he f irst  quart er of  2007 and are not  seasonally adj ust ed.  

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey

4.5%

39.9%

14.3%

14.0%

11.5%

9.5%

6.8%

Less Than HS

High School

All Hispanics

Some College

Associate Degree

Bachelor's Degree

Post-Graduate Degree



Hispanic Share of Employment in Selected Industries, 2007 
5 Highest and 5 Lowest

6.9%

8.9%

9.0%

9.0%

9.7%

18.0%

19.0%

21.7%

21.9%

26.0%

Utilities

Education

Public Admin.

Health

FIRE

Agriculture

Nondurable Manuf.

Personal Services

Eating/Lodging

Construction

Not e:  Dat a are for t he f irst  quart er of  2007 and are not  seasonally adj ust ed.  

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey



Hispanic Share of Employment in Selected Occupations, 2007 
5 Highest and 5 Lowest

37.4%

4.2%

5.1%

5.7%

5.7%

6.1%

21.0%

21.4%

30.7%

33.9%

Life/Physical/Social Sciences

Legal

Architecture/Engineering

Healthcare

Computer/Math

Production

Food/Serving

Construction/Extraction

Cleaning/Maintenance

Farming

Not e:  Dat a are for t he f irst  quart er of  2007 and are not  seasonally adj ust ed.  

Source:  Pew Hispanic Cent er t abulat ions f rom t he Current  Populat ion Survey



Labor Market Status for Hispanics 

and Asians by Nativity,  2007 

(in millions)

Hispanics Asians

Nat ive 

born

Foreign 

born

Nat ive 

born

Foreign 

born

Labor Force 9.7 11.7 1.9 5.3

Employment 9.0 11.0 1.8 5.2

Unemployment  

Rat e
6.7% 5.5% 3.8% 2.9%

Source:  Pew Hispanic t abulat ions of  Current  Populat ion Survey dat a,  f irst  quart er 2007 

Not e:  Dat a are non-seasonal ly adj ust ed.  
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Note: Those without pay, uninc. self-employed, and those with wage less than $50 per week are excluded.

Source: Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of CPS MORG files.

Native Born

All Workers

Foreign Born

Real Median Weekly Wage (in 2005 dollars)
by Nativity, 1995-2005





Change in Employment  Over Last  Year

2005 2006 Tot al

Al l  Hispanics

Tot al 743 999 1,742

Const ruct ion 277 372 649

Share of  const ruct ion 37% 37% 37%

Foreign Born Hispanics

Tot al 482 825 1,307

Const ruct ion 262 335 597

Share of  const ruct ion 54% 41% 46%

The Role of Construction in the Employment of Hispanics,  

2004-2006 (in thousands)

Source:  Pew Hispanic t abulat ions of  Current  Populat ion Survey dat a 

Not e:  Dat a are annual averages.  



Employment Trends in 2007

The employment situation took a turn for the 
worse in 2007

The construction sector went from being a 
leading contributor to employment growth to a 
leading source of unemployment in the space of 
one year

The construction sector does not appear to have 
contributed to the growth in Hispanic 
employment in 2007



The Effect of Immigration on the Wages 

of Native-Born Workers: Key Issues

Are immigrant workers providing skills readily 
available in the U.S., i.e. are they substituting for 
native-born workers?

Are immigrant workers providing skills not readily 
available in the U.S., i.e. do they complement the 
work of native-born workers?

Do immigrants cause native-born workers to 
relocate to other areas in search of work?

As immigrants increase the size of the U.S. labor 
force do they attract investment (capital) from 
abroad?
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