
Fall Protection for Leading Edge Work: 
Ask the Experts

MAY 1, 2025
Welcome & Introduction: Brian A. Rizzo, Director, Office of Construction Services, OSHA

Moderator: Thomas Kramer, PE, CSP, Fall Protection Subject Matter Expert at LJB Inc.

Panelists:
Dan Henn, Chairman, ANSI/ASSP Z359 Committee; Safety Operations Manager – Products, LJB, Inc.

Don Hurley, CSP, Safety Directory, Zachry Industrial, Inc.
Michael Overholt, CSP, Vice President, Safety & Quality, American Contractors Insurance Group (ACIG)



Housekeeping
• Today’s webinar will be recorded and automatically shared via 

follow-up email.

• The recording and slides will also be posted on 
cpwr.com/webinars.

• Attendees are automatically muted! Please submit panelist 
questions via the Q&A box.

• Spanish audio is available via simultaneous interpretation



Simultaneous Interpretation
WINDOWS / MAC / BROWSER

ANDROID / IOS (MOBILE APP)
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Why are we here?
 Industry updates & news
Open Q&A
Closing

Agenda
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Fall fatalities are not decreasing.
Much has and will be changing in the industry.
What can each of us do to better protect workers at 

height?

Why are we here?
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Source:  BLS Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries
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OSHA National Emphasis Program

OSHA National Emphasis Program (NEP) to Prevent Falls
Launched May 1, 2023



OSHA NEP

 What’s a National Emphasis 
Program (NEP)? 
 Why is this needed to prevent falls? 
 How does it work? 
 What do organizations need to do to 

prepare for this program? 



Selecting Head Protection
 50,000+ traumatic brain injuries 

(TBI’s) are treated annually in 
the US
 2,297 fatal intracranial injuries 

from 2015-2022
 Wearing proper headgear is 

essential to reducing the risk of 
a TBI
 Hardhat vs Helmet
 Type I vs Type II



2021-2024 STANDARDS
1. Z359.11: Full body harnesses (Effective in 2022)
2. Z359.14: Self-retracting devices (Effective in 2023)
3. Z459.1: Rope access(Effective in 2022)
4. Z359.9: Descenders(Effective in 2022)
5. Z359.4 Rescue (reaffirmed in 2023)
6. Z359.13 Energy absorbing lanyards (reaffirmed in 2023) 
7. Z359.2 (Effective in 2024)
8. Z359.15 (Effective in 2025) 
9. Z359.1 (Effective in 2025)



Future ANSI/ASSP Ballots

1. Z359.21 – Hoist and Rope Haul Systems (Pending)

2. Z359.19 – Rigid Rail Fall Arrest Systems (Pending)

3. Z359.17 – Flexible Horizontal Lifelines (Pending)



Q&A from Panel
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Testing Outside of Standard Requirements

Our workers deserve our best.

Reduce opportunities for failure by managing your SRDs

Leading Edge 
Conditions

Types:
• Bent Plate/Pour Stop
• Various Concrete 

Edges
• Cross Laminated 

Timber (CLT)
• Varying Sharp Steel 

Edges
• Metal Decking

Constituent 
Lines
• Wire Rope vs. 

Webbing
• A small increase in 

cable diameter = an 
increase in strength

Various 
Manufacturers 
Were Tested

Compendium of 
Results



Thought Leadership
Elevate your overhead anchorages
 In general terms, wire rope outperformed 

webbing
 Issued safety alerts to contractors
Procurement
 Create specification
 Consistent purchasing parameters
 Match products to the application

 No “one size fits all” solution

Just because you’re tied off doesn’t mean you’re protected.



Fatal and Nonfatal Falls in US 
Construction (2021-2022)
CPWR Data Bulletin
 Nearly half of work-related 

fatal falls, slips, and trips 
in 2021 happened to 
construction workers



End User Guide

Available in Spanish



Effective date: June 10, 2024

ANSI Z359.2-2023
Free fall protection program assessment sheet



Campaign to Prevent Falls in Construction
• Leadership: Led by the National 

Occupational Research Agenda 
(NORA) Construction Sector 
Council. Campaign leaders are 
NIOSH, OSHA, and CPWR – The 
Center for Construction Research 
and Training

• 60+ partners – government, unions, 
businesses, associations

• Tagline:  Plan. Provide. Train.
• Campaign Name: Safety Pays, 

Falls Cost
• Campaign brand: testimony 

approach; factual and serious tone National Safety Stand-Down to Prevent 
Falls in Construction: Launched 2014, 
celebrated 11th anniversary this year



• Infographics, factsheets, 
flyers, posters, and data 
bulletins

• Toolbox talks, hazard alert 
cards

• Spot the Hazard sheets
• Hard-hat Stickers
• Op ed release, press 

releases, media
• How-to guide, planning 

tools
• Videos & webinars
• Social media resources
• Science blogs, Webinars, 

Podcasts

Training & Implementation Resources

Stop Construction 
Falls Website



Planning Resources



NEW Leading Edge Tipsheet

ENGLISH: https://www.cpwr.com/wp-content/uploads/IG-Leading_Edge_Tipsheet.pdf
SPANISH: https://www.cpwr.com/wp-content/uploads/IG-Leading_Edge_Tipsheet-SP.pdf

https://www.cpwr.com/wp-content/uploads/IG-Leading_Edge_Tipsheet.pdf
https://www.cpwr.com/wp-content/uploads/IG-Leading_Edge_Tipsheet-SP.pdf


Use controls other the PPE
Ensure proper harness fitting
Elevate anchorages
Visualize outcomes

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS



OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS



Imagine every year on May 
22nd at precisely 10:15 am, all 
your workers simultaneously 
“tested” their fall protection 
systems.  

What would happen?  
Are you good, or just lucky?

CLOSING EXERCISE: IMAGINE!



Questions
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