
Protecting Workers: Guidance on Mitigating and 
Preventing the Spread of COVID-19 in the Workplace

For Technical Difficulties: 

Chat with host, Jessica Bunting 
or email jbunting@cpwr.com

If you have trouble hearing through your computer, call in 
via phone: 

415-655-0003     
Access code: 127 146 2440 #

Welcome: G. Scott Earnest, PhD, PE, CSP, Associate 
Director for Construction, Office of Construction Safety 
and Health, NIOSH

Panel:
• Amanda Edens, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor 

for Occupational Safety and Health
• Christina Dragon, Health Scientist, OSHA DTSEM
• Scott Ketcham, Director, OSHA DOC
• Timothy Irving, Deputy Director, OSHA DOC

Q&A Moderator: Chris Trahan Cain, CIH, Executive 
Director, CPWR



Construction and COVID-19  
Updates

G. Scott Earnest, Ph.D., P.E.

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

25 February 2021

. 



CDC COVID Data Tracker
COVID Cases



CDC COVID Data Tracker 
Vaccinations                                  



CDC COVID Data Tracker



https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6927e2.htm?s_cid=mm6927e2_w
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For More Information 

• CPWR COVID-19 Clearinghouse http://covid.elcosh.org/

• CDC COVID-19 Construction:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/organizations/construction-workers.html

• CDC Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers to Plan and Respond to Coronavirus Disease 
2019 website: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-
response.html

• CDC Prepare your Small Business and Workers for the Effects of COVID-19 website: 
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-small-business.html

• NIOSH Directory of Construction Resources https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/default.html

• OSHA COVID-19 Construction: https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/covid-19/construction.html

• CDCINFO: 1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636) | TTY: 1-888-232-6348 | website: www.cdc.gov/info

http://covid.elcosh.org/index.php?utm_source=May+2020+Update&utm_campaign=May+2020+UPDATE&utm_medium=email
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-small-business.html
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/default.html
http://www.cdc.gov/info
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Increased Protections for Workers

Executive Order on Protecting Worker Health and Safety

▪ Issue Revised Guidance

▪ Consider ETS

▪ Evaluate enforcement efforts / develop NEP

▪ Multilingual outreach campaign 
– Emphasis on most vulnerable/impacted workers



Revised Guidance

▪ Implement COVID-19 Prevention Programs tailored to each workplace.  

▪ Engage workers and their representatives in program development.

▪ Programs should include:   

o a hazard assessment;

o a combination of measures to limit the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace;

o measures to ensure infected or potentially infected workers are excluded from the workplace;

o protections from retaliation for workers who raise COVID-related concerns; and

o educating and training workers of COVID-19 policies and procedures 
in a language they understand.



Revised Guidance

▪ Guidance provides additional details on:  

o separating and sending home infected or potentially infected people from the workplace;  

o implementing physical distancing; 

o suppressing the spread by using surgical masks or cloth face coverings; and 

o use of personal protective equipment.  

▪ Guidance will be updated as needed to reflect latest developments in science, best 
practices, and standards. 

o Changes will be tracked to ensure transparency.



OSHA COVID-19 Resources

▪ OSHA.gov/coronavirus includes latest 
information and resources on protecting 
workers from exposure to COVID-19.



Common Questions on Transmission

▪ Asymptomatic: A person may be infected with SARS-CoV-2, and 
contagious, but not showing any signs or symptoms. 

▪ Pre-symptomatic: A person infected with SARS-CoV-2, who has not 
exhibited symptoms at the time of testing, but who later exhibits 
symptoms during the course of the infection.

▪ Temperature or symptom screenings will not identify those who may be 
able to transmit the virus without knowing they have it. Wearing an 
adequate face covering or mask will prevent asymptomatic/pre-
symptomatic transmission.



Common Questions Face Coverings and 
Masks 

▪ Wear a CDC 
recommended 
face covering.

▪ If work requires a 
higher level 
respirator, wear 
that instead.



Gaiters and Face Shields

▪ Bandanas, scarfs, and single 
layer, loosely woven, gaiters are 
not adequate for source control 
or protection.

▪ Face shields are not 
recommended.



Double Masking and Mask Health

▪ One way you can improve your 
face covering performance, in 
addition to wearing it properly 
over the nose and mouth, is by 
layering, or double masking.

▪ Do not combine two disposable 
masks.

▪ Do not combine a KN95 mask 
with any other types of face 
coverings.



Additional Resources

▪ COVID-19 Guidance on the Use 
of Cloth Face Coverings while 
Working Outdoors in Hot and 
Humid Conditions (OSHA)

▪ COVID-19 Guidance on the Use 
of Cloth Face Coverings while 
Working Indoors in Hot and 
Humid Conditions (OSHA)

▪ Your Guide to Masks (CDC)

▪ Improve How Your Mask Protects 
You (CDC)

▪ When Can I Be Around Others 
after COVID-19? (CDC)

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/heatstress/covid-19-cloth-coverings-outdoor-heat.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/heatstress/covid-19-cloth-coverings-indoor-heat.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/effective-masks.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html


www.osha.gov

1-800-321-OSHA (6742)


