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COVID-19 and the Response

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/emres/2019_ncov_default.html



COVID-19 Response:
Webinars

• Richard Rinehart, ScD Deputy Director CPWR
• G. Scott Earnest, Ph.D., P.E., C.S.P., Associate Director for 

Construction, Office of Construction Safety and Health, 
NIOSH

• CAPT Sara Luckhaupt, MD, MPH, Medical Epidemiologist, 
NIOSH

• Travis Parsons, MS, Associate Director of OSH, Laborer’s 
Health and Safety Fund of North America



COVID-19 Response: Webinars



https://www.cpwr.com/news-and-events/informational-webinar-series/

§ Responding to COVID-19 on the Job Site -- News from the Oregon 
COVID-19 Joint Construction Safety Task Force (September 24, 
2020)

§ Mental Health During the COVID-19 Pandemic (August 27, 2020)
§ Addressing COVID-19’s Health Disparities (July 30, 2020)
§ Safety in Action – An Example from the Job Site (July 2, 2020)
§ Updates on CDC Guidance (June 17th, 2020)
§ Data-Driven Insights on Job Site Activity (June 3rd, 2020)
§ COVID-19 and the Construction Industry (April 22nd, 2020)

COVID-19 Response: Webinars



COVID-19 Response:  Personnel

§ NIOSH leads and staffs the Worker Safety and Health Team as 
part of the larger CDC COVID-19 response. 

§ Over 340 NIOSH staff have participated in the COVID-19 
response via field and duty-station assignments through August 
31, 2020. 

§ Greater than 100 staff have field deployed on more than 165 
field deployments 

§ Staff have filled 437 emergency operations team assignments.



COVID-19 Response: Guidance Documents

§ Developed over 
– 30 guidance documents
– 40 factsheets
– 15 science blog entries
– 5 videos, 25 manuscripts
– 5 tool kits

§ Products are published on the web or have been shared with 
response partners



COVID-19 Response: Respiratory Protection 



Interagency Personnel Act
§ The Interagency Personnel Act or (IPAs) is a vehicle used to increase 

current NIOSH’s capacity to provide technical assistance
§ NIOSH currently has agreements with 27 universities and centers and 

overall have brought on about 40 to 50 people. 
§ The length of an IPA appointment is set for 1 year with the possibly for 

renewal. 
§ Some of the topics that and IPA candidate will help with are: 

– Exposure Assessment
– Risk/Hazard Evaluation and Mitigation
– Engineering Controls
– Epidemiology
– Personal Protective Equipment
– Education and Training
– Guidance Development 



Falls Campaign and Stand-down



https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/stopfallscampaign.html



National Fall 
Stand Down 
Virtual Events



Falls Blog



2020 Falls Infographics



Future of Work

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/future-of-work/default.html







New Science Blogs



New Science Blogs



NORA WG: COVID-19 and Construction

Co-Chairs:
• Michael Mills
• Travis Parsons

*If interested in joining, reach out to Liz Garza egarza@cdc.gov

mailto:egarza@cdc.gov


NORA WG: Preventing Falls

Chair: 
Tom Shanahan

*If interested in joining, reach out to Liz Garza egarza@cdc.gov

mailto:egarza@cdc.gov


NORA WG: Preventing Struck-By 
Injuries/Fatalities

Co-chairs 
• Michael Mills
• Brad Sant

*If interested in joining, reach out to Liz Garza egarza@cdc.gov

mailto:egarza@cdc.gov


Total Worker Health:  Funding Opportunity

Priority Areas



New NORA Construction Research Projects

§ Begun October 1st, 2020
1. Development of Occupational Safety and Health Questions for a Youth 

Health Survey
2. Factors Associated with Opioid Use Among Construction Workers with 

Back Injuries
3. Increasing the Impact of NIOSH Heat Stress Products in Outdoor Worker 

Population
4. Identification of Hazards and Risk Factors for Demolition Robot Operators
5. Evaluation of the Department of Navy Voluntary Protection Programs



New NORA Construction Research Projects

§ Begun October 1st, 2020

6. Health risk evaluations of nano-enabled materials in 
construction

7. Direct-reading Methods for Measurement of 
Multicomponent Aerosols in Workplace Atmospheres

8. Lung Function Screening in Construction Workers exposed 
to Dusts and Chemicals

9. Integrating Healthcare and Public Health to Identify and 
Reduce Work-Related Risk



New COVID-19 Research Projects (relevant to 
construction)

1. Efficacy of face masks for source control of human cough and exhaled 
breath aerosols 

2. Point-of-use Air Purification Systems to Prevent Exposure to Airborne 
Viruses

3. New Technique to Evaluate Decontamination Methods for Elastomeric Half 
Masks

4. Fit capability of filtering facepiece respirators without NIOSH certification
5. Using state workers’ compensation systems to track and prevent COVID-19 



New COVID-19 Research Projects (relevant to 
construction)

6. Physiological burden and tolerability of extended respirator use and daily 
reuse

7. Expanding Real-Time Industry and Occupation Coding for COVID-19 
Surveillance 

8. Evaluation of Mobile Applications for Digital Contact Tracing
9. Real-Time Surveillance of Suicides Among Workers During the COVID-19 

Pandemic
10.Callback survey to collect work-related information from confirmed 

COVID-19 cases
11.Effects of extended N95 respirator wear on facial thermal burden



§ Research has suggested that several health risk behaviors were 
more prevalent among construction workers than among the 
general workforce

§ Compared with workers in other industries construction workers
– Smoking, smokeless tobacco use, binge drinking, no leisure-

time physical activity, not always using a seatbelt were 
significantly more prevalent 

– short sleep significantly less prevalent 
§ Construction workers may benefit from interventions to reduce 

these behaviors, particularly since they are also potentially 
exposed to workplace hazards



Meetings of Interest



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/

Questions?

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/

