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Leadership Updates
CDC
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, Stepping down effective June 30, 2023

NIOSH  OD Retirements 
Dr. RJ Matetic, Assoc Director for Manufacturing, retired on Dec 31, 2022. 
Frank Hearl, Chief of Staff retired on December 31, 2022
Dr. Jessica Kogel, Assoc Director of Mining, retired on Dec 31, 2022 and 
passed away in January 2023.

NIOSH Leadership
Dr. John Piacentino, Appointed as NIOSH Deputy Director for Program
Maria Strickland, MPH, Appointed as NIOSH Chief of Staff
Dawn Castillo, Appointed as OEP Director
Dr. Jennifer Lincoln, Appointed as Acting Director of DSR



NIOSH HQ moved in April 2023!



National Construction Center 
Request for Proposals (RFP)

• 5-year cooperative agreement
• Expected budget of approx. $29M
• Expected to be announced in Grants.gov 

in August 2023
• Due Date likely to be November 2023



CDC Moving 
Forward



Marburg 
Outbreak in 
Equatorial 

Guinea and 
Tanzania

• Supporting domestic preparedness 
activities for a possible travel-related case 
in the US

• Maintaining a NIOSH on-call list to be on a 
CDC Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
that would deploy to the hospital or 
health department



NORA Construction Sector Work Groups

*If interested in joining, reach out to Liz Garza egarza@cdc.gov

Preventing Falls
Co-Chairs: 
Rich Trewyn
Cheryl Ambrose

Preventing Struck-by
Co-Chairs:
Brad Sant 
Alanna Klein

mailto:egarza@cdc.gov


NORA Construction Leadership of two
National Safety Stand Downs

April 17-21, 2023http://stopconstructionfalls.com/
https://www.cpwr.com/struck-by-hazards

http://stopconstructionfalls.com/
https://www.cpwr.com/struck-by-hazards


2023
10th National Stand-Down to Prevent Falls

Focus on outreach to most at-risk  
• Small residential contractors, immigrant (Hispanic), roofer

http://stopconstructionfalls.com/

Number of fatal injuries by Focus Four, 2011-2021

https://www.osha.gov/stop-falls-stand-down 

http://stopconstructionfalls.com/
https://www.osha.gov/stop-falls-stand-down


March 29, 2023

April 26, 2023



NORA 10 yr. Anniversary video, National Stand-Down

https://stopconstructionfalls.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Construction-
Falls-10-Year-Anniversary_HigRes_Compressed.mp4

Stay tuned, more 
video testimonials 

in development 
based on footage 
taken in March…

https://stopconstructionfalls.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Construction-Falls-10-Year-Anniversary_HigRes_Compressed.mp4


“The Stand-Downs are an important opportunity to further 
occupational health equity and emphasize worker safety at 
all times,” said NIOSH Director John Howard, M.D. 

“Stopping to take time in the workday to recognize existing fall 
safety hazards and offering demonstrations or trainings can 
contribute to a positive work culture and a safer working 
environment for all.”

It’s been 10 years for the National Safety Stand-Down to Prevent 
Falls in Construction and the message is the same but bears 
repeating again and again — workers should never have to risk 
their lives to make a living,” said Assistant Secretary of Labor for 
Occupational Safety and Health Douglas Parker.

“The Stand-Down is an opportunity for employers to prove their 
commitment to their workers and provide the leadership, tools, 
and training to prevent falls.”

“We encourage employers of all 
sizes to participate in the Stand-
Down,” said Chris Trahan Cain, 
executive director of CPWR –
The Center for Construction 
Research and Training.

“Our website has all of the free 
ideas and resources needed for 
employers to plan activities and 
show employees how to prevent 
falls in any situation.”

NIOSH Press Release “Coming Soon: Tenth Annual Stand-Down for Fall Safety”

http://stopconstructionfalls.com/


Falls to a lower level = 379 of the 1015 construction fatalities in 
2021. Falls to a lower level         13% from 2011 to 2021*.
*rate increased from 3.0 to 3.4 per 100,000 (BLS CFOI data)



NIOSH Science Blog: Falls



https://www.cpwr.com/struck-by-hazards

2023
4th National Stand-Down to Prevent Struck-by Incidents

Focus on roadway workzones, heavy equipment/cranes, dropped objects
In coordination with National Work Zone Awareness Week

*Note: Struck-by WG also covers Caught-in/between (trenches, etc.)

April 17-21, 2023

Number of fatal injuries by Focus Four, 2011-2021

https://www.cpwr.com/struck-by-hazards


https://www.cpwr.com/struck-by-hazards

https://www.cpwr.com/struck-by-hazards


https://www.cpwr.com/struck-by-hazards

https://www.cpwr.com/struck-by-hazards


NIOSH Science Blog: Struck-by



Social Determinants of Health (SDOH)
• Health inequities are caused by the uneven 

distribution of SDOH
• Conditions in which people are born, grow, 

live, work and age 
• Affect a wide range of health, functioning, 

and quality-of-life outcomes and risks

“Work” added as 6th domain of SDOH
• Community Preventive Services Task Force

• Employment and Job Characteristics
• CDC Health Equity webpage
Next steps
• Working to reintegrate a biosocial approach to OSH 
• Broader adoption of “work” as the 6th domain of the SDOH
• Greater consideration of work in health inequities research

May 11, 2023

Employment & job characteristics:
Access to stable and fulfilling work with 
equitable pay. This domain includes 
wages, work schedules, workload, job 
security, safety, working conditions and 
environments, workplace 
accommodations, access to benefits 
including paid leave and health 
insurance, work/life balance, 
unemployment, and underemployment.

https://www.thecommunityguide.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthequity/whatis/index.html
https://blogs.cdc.gov/niosh-science-blog/2019/03/08/biosocial-osh/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5803801/


Dump Truck & Quick Coupler Fact Sheets

Developing Fact Sheet on Quick
Coupler Safety



New FACE reports





NIOSH Science Blogs: 
PPE Fit & Psychosocial Hazards



NIOSH Science Blogs: 
Preventing Suicide & Working Hours/Fatigue



NIOSH Science Blog: Foundation Drilling

DRAFT



New Journal Articles of Interest



PPE Fit related projects



FY 24-25 CON-related NORA Research projects
FY24 Small Projects Selected for Funding 
 

DLO 
Project 

Officer(s) 
IFR Title 

DFSE Stacey Marovich Integration of Spanish Language Data Coding into NIOCCS 

DSR 
Marvin Cheng 
Ci Jyun Liang Smart Masonry Robot for Struck-by Hazard Prevention 

HELD 
Marissa 
Alexander 

Investigating Cytokine & Other Biomarkers in Skin Post Exposure 
to Drilling Fluid 

HELD James Antonini 
Aliakbar Afshari 

Characterization and Toxicity of Aerosols from Thermal Spray 
Coating Processes 

RHD 
HELD 

Stephen Martin 
Francoise 
Blachere 

DNA-Tagged Particles for Testing Ultraviolet Germicidal 
Irradiation Systems 

 



• Modeling research involving laboratory studies and follow-up field study tests are continuing

• Current findings will be presented at International Society of Occupational Ergonomics and Safety Conference in 
October 2023

Mast Climber Studies

UPDATES FROM DIVISION OF SAFETY RESEARCH – Dr. Chris Pan and colleagues

Helmet Studies

Exoskeleton Studies

• Continuing collaborative work with helmet manufacturers concerning prototype air-bubble cushioning to match 
with existing helmet models

• Lab test instrumentation improvement ongoing including drop tower upgrade and renovated and customized 
Randy manikin and data acquisition systems

• Study findings to be presented at the American Society of Biomechanics Conference on August 8-11, 2023

• Continuing work with external partners including Texas Tech University and Oregon State University

• Testing, including human subject testing, continuing



Demolition Robot Project







33

Why PtD?

Cobranded Toolbox Talks



3rd ASTM AM CoE Specialty Workshop - Digitalization of the Construction Industry - AM CoE

https://amcoe.org/event/constructionworkshop/2023-01-25/#:%7E:text=ASTM%20International%20is%20seeking%20input%20from%20stakeholders%20in,by%20National%20Institute%20of%20Standards%20and%20Technology%20%28NIST%29.




PREVENTION THROUGH DESIGN (PtD) 
Series of workshops funded by NIOSH in 
collaboration with Arizona State University
 (2020-2024) 4th Workshop August 10-11, 2022 
 Univ of Kansas, Memorial Union, Lawrence, KS
 Goals

To drive the implementation of PtD at large industry 
organizations
To advance knowledge in PtD
To promote the instruction of PtD in construction 
management and construction engineering programs 
at US universities
Prevention through Design | (asu.edu)

https://ptd.engineering.asu.edu/


Development of PtD
Checklists
NORA Construction Sector Council Falls 
Work Group Interim* Fall Prevention 
Checklist for Architects and Design 
Engineers 

• Falls
• Struck-by Building
• Struck-by Workzone
• Residential

https://www.cpwr.com/wp-content/uploads/Interim-NORA-PtD-checklist-for-Falls.pdf


New NIOSH Products
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Questions?
Scott Earnest, PhD, PE, CSP
513-841-4539 GEarnest@cdc.gov

CDR Elizabeth Garza, MPH, CPH
202-245-0668 EGarza@cdc.gov

Doug Trout, MD DTrout@cdc.gov
513-515-5053

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/

mailto:GEarnest@cdc.gov
mailto:EGarza@cdc.gov
mailto:DTrout@cdc.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/
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