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Construction Falls Prevention Campaign 

Goal 
To provide small residential construction 
contractors and owners with the 
information, motivation, and support they 
need for them to create the necessary 
conditions for their workers to work safely 
at heights. 



How the Campaign Developed 

 NORA Construction Sector Council-led 
 Campaign leaders: NIOSH, OSHA and CPWR—

The Center for Construction Research and 
Training 

 Evidence-based campaign 
 Evaluation essential to demonstrate success 

 



Intended Audiences 

• Primary: Small residential construction 
contractors 

• Secondary: Supervisors and foremen for 
these contractors 

• Tertiary: Workers for these contractors, 
including Spanish speakers 
 



Why Focus on Falls? 
    

 
 

 



Fatal Falls to a Lower Level in Construction, by 
Primary Source, 2011-2015 total Source:  The Construction Chart Book, 6th 

Edition, CPWR 2018 using BLS data.  



Distribution of Fatalities from Falls to a Lower Level 
in Construction, by Establishment Size, 2011-2015 
total, Wage-and-Salary Workers) 

61.4% 
13.2% 

10.7% 

5.0% 

9.7% 

Total = 824 deaths 

  1-10 employees

  11-19 employees

  20-49 employees

  50-99 employees

  100+ employees

Source:  The Construction Chart Book, 6th 
Edition, CPWR 2018 using BLS data.  



Number & Rate of Work-related Fatalities from Falls to a 
Lower Level in Construction, 2011-2015 

Source:  The Construction Chart Book, 6th 
Edition, CPWR 2018 using BLS data.  



Falls Prevention Campaign –  
Our Messages 

PLAN ahead to get the job done safely 
PROVIDE the right equipment 
TRAIN everyone to use the equipment safely 

… because Safety Pays Falls Cost  
 



CDC Feature, 2018 



NIOSH Construction Falls Campaign site 



NIOSH Construction Falls Campaign site 



Social Media & Webinar 
#StandDown4Safety #StopFalls 

@CPWR  @NIOSHConstruct  @OSHA_DOL 



NIOSH Science Blog 



Videos:  5 Years in Review 



2018 N
IO

SH infographic 
Cobranded Infographics 



2018 N
IO

SH infographic 

50-99 

Cobranded Infographics 



Continued Focus and Outreach to 
Small Residential Construction 
Contractors 



NIOSH Directory of Construction Resources 
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/  
 
Twitter 
http://twitter.com/NIOSHConstruct 
 
 
Scott Earnest, Ph.D., P.E., C.S.P. 
Deputy Director, Office of Construction Safety and Health 
NIOSH 
GEarnest@cdc.gov 
 

The findings and conclusions in this presentation have not been formally disseminated by the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health and should not be construed to represent any agency 
determination or policy. 

http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/construction/
http://twitter.com/NIOSHConstruct


National Safety Stand-Down 
to Prevent Falls in Construction  

Scott C. Ketcham, CSP  
Acting Director, Directorate of Construction 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
 



National Safety Stand-Down 
to Prevent Falls in Construction  



National Safety Stand-Down 
to Prevent Falls in Construction  

 Last year’s National Fall Stand-Down was a huge success with 
thousands of companies – large and small – participating across the 
US and internationally. 
 Nearly 5,000 certificates issued reaching nearly 1 million 

workers 
 Over 16 million impressions from Lamar Billboards 
Werner 
 Trained 35,000 workers at over 200 events 
 19 million impressions on ESPN Golic and Wingo Show 
 75 million impressions from online publications 

 



2019 National Stand-Down  
May 6-10, 2019 

 Coincide with: 
– National Construction Safety Executive’s Safety 

Week events. 
 Goals 

– Increase Safety awareness 
– Reduce and prevent injuries and fatalities 

 



Stakeholders and Partners 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Naval_Facilities_Engineering_Command_-_logo_(XL).png
https://shipbuilders.org/
http://www.asaonline.com/


Top 10 Violations in Construction 

1. Fall Protection – General 
Requirements (1926.501) 

2. Scaffolding (1926.451) 
3. Ladders (1926.1053) 
4. Fall Protection – Training 

(1926.503) 
5. Eye and Face Protection 

(1926.102) 
 

6. General Safety and Health 
Provisions (1926.20) 

7. Head Protection (1926.100) 
8. Aerial Lifts (1926.453) 
9. Hazard Communication 

(1910.1200) 
10. Fall Protection –  Systems 

Criteria and Practices 
(1926.502) 

 



Construction Industry Fatalities 

Years 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Total Fatalities All 
Construction 828 899 937 991 971 

Fatality Rates All 
Construction 9.7 9.8 10.1 10.1 9.5 

Source: BLS Data 



Fall Fatalities 

Years 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Total Falls in all 
Industries 

724 818 800 849 887 

Total Falls in 
Construction 

302 359 364 384 386 

Construction Falls 
to the lower level 

291 345 350 370 366 

Source: BLS Data 



Percent of Fatal Falls to lower level, 2017 

Source: BLS Data 



Fall Prevention Campaign  
– Our Messages 

PLAN ahead to get the job done safely 
PROVIDE the right equipment 
TRAIN everyone to use the equipment safely 



Highlights from Previous Years 



 Fall Stand-Down Posters 



 Fall Prevention - Fact 
Sheet 
– English 
– Spanish 
– Polish 
– Russian 

Stand-Down Resources 



 Fall Prevention: Safety 
Pays. Falls Cost. 
Sticker(English & Spanish)  
 
 

 Fall Prevention: Training 
Guide - A Lesson Plan for 
Employers (English & 
Spanish) 

 

Stand-Down Resources 



Ladder Safety: Falling Off 
Ladders Can Kill: Use Them 
Safely (English & Spanish) 
New 
 
 
And, lots of fact sheets, 
fatal facts, etc. available on 
OSHA’s web page 
 

Stand-Down Resources 



Media Resources 



OSHA Safety Videos - Falls in Construction 

Fixed Scaffold  
Prevention Videos 

Floor Opening  
Prevention Videos 

Leading Edge Work 
Prevention Videos 

Stopping Falls, Saving 
Lives 

https://www.osha.gov/dts/vtools/construction/scaffolding_fnl_eng_web.html
https://www.osha.gov/dts/vtools/construction/falls_floor_fnl_eng_web.html
https://www.osha.gov/dts/vtools/construction/falls_leading_edge_fnl_eng_web.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqIroKjnqZc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqIroKjnqZc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqIroKjnqZc&feature=youtu.be


https://www.osha.gov/stopfalls/index.html 

 Fall Prevention - Additional Resources 

https://www.osha.gov/stopfalls/index.html


After your Stand-Down 

 Receive a “Certificate of Participation” 
for holding a Stand-Down. 
– Secretary of the Department of Labor 

saying thank you for participating. 
– Go to the Stand-Down certificate 

webpage after your stand-down, 
complete a short survey, then print your 
certificate. 

– Share your stand-down experience and 
pictures with us for possible posting on 
the webpage  



Certificate Participant Levels 



CPWR – The Center for  
Construction Research & Training 

 
Chris Trahan Cain 
Executive Director 



Stopconstructionfalls.com 



Stand-Down Planning Resources 
 About the Stand-Down Flyer 
 Jobsite posters 
 Promotional Video - 

https://youtu.be/ke1L_ROExdE  
 Evaluation Reports 
 Success Story examples 

https://youtu.be/ke1L_ROExdE


Training Resources & Handouts 

 Hardhat Stickers 
 Hazard Alert 

Cards 
 Infographics 
 Toolbox Talks 
 Videos 
 NIOSH Ladder 

App 
 



New for 2019 
 Easy Access Resource 

Page On 
stopconstructionfalls.com 

 Updated 5-day Plan* 
 1-day Plan* 
 Suspension Trauma 

Infographic* 
 Fall Clearance Calculation 

Infographic* 
 Generic Written Fall 

Protection Plan* 

*Coming soon 



http://stopconstructionfalls.com/online-ordering-form/ 

Online Ordering Form 



2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Hardhat Stickers -- 50,000 50,000 173,000 260,000 

Hazard Alerts 1,800 9,186 14,100 70,215 142,213 

Online Ordering Form 



Fatality Maps 



After the Stand-Down 



QUESTIONS? 
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