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Consi.ucllon Labor RaleTrends and Ouilook

The annua! ate of wage and finge ncreases in 2008 was 44 percenl,
unchanged from a year earier Based lpon nc€ases akeady negouated in
coni.acis for the next tlvo years, wage and iringe increases will continue at a
similarpace. Already known iicrcases lo be efiective ior both 2009 and 2010 a€
also 44 per@rt. Before lhis period of stabliiy, rales of increase had been

Longertem trends in escalalion were little changed. The inctease in wage and
lringe rates fo. the fve years ending January 1, 2009 was 22 9 percent or lusi
over iour percent each year This measure of change has beer inle changed
snce 2004. All regions were within live pereriage poinls of the naliona

Mlhalever measure is examined, varlabilty around the Uniied Stales has been
minimal. Difterences between regions and betueen crais have narrowed The
2008 increase is equallo $1.97.

Five Year lncreases-Waoe Plus Frinoe Rale

The average wage p!s fringe rale for allconsiruction crafts in lhe Unied Siates
is iow $46.65 Ouing the live years ending January 1, 2009, rates are up 22.9
pe ce. The small chanqes rr t|e ar.ual €re of rlcrease il receir vedr< fave
resulled in a snallchange in thefve yea. rale ofescaalron.

Variations among egions and cEfts are minintal and less ihan in most years
The fve year €te oi ncrease in al reg ons lswilhin fve percentage Points otthe
natonal aveGge. As cEfl averages €fled panems n the regions, crafl variation

Du.ing ihe past year, wages and tringes incfeased by 4.4 percent All regions
and cails were within one percenlage point of the naiionalavetage. Consiruction
wage p !s irrge increases agaln ex@eded the rse in the Consumer Price Index

1'ar1'{e0re, P@ a? 3q,k, rlQiql5iFl
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Annual Incr.a!6 In lvago Plus Frinse Rato
Dollars and Percentg

2004 - 2010
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2009 Barcainina Aclivdv

The numbor of oonlracts expiring in 2009 will be
y€aB- They will be spread lhrcughout lhe country
lighlesl in the lwo western regions. Negoiiations

higher ihan in mosl recent
although bargaining will be
will @ver about 375,000
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Scheduled Futu€ lnc€ases

A6 a large number of contEcls wll' nol be rcnegotlal€d in 2009, the incrcases for
fEse ag€em€nls are al€ady delermined. The* known incrcases Indacale a
conlinualion of cunent es.alalion rales in 2009 and 2010. For bolh yea€, |al€s
for th€.€ contEcts will incEase by 4.4 perc€nt. This is equival€nl !o $2-13 in
2009 and 92.27 in 2010. Most increas€s are in Sle rclativsly wide iange of3.0lo
5.9 p€rcenl.

Regionally, all 2009 increases ate within one perceniag€ point of the national
avsrage. Four €gions arc clus!8r€d ai 4,5 lo 4.7 p6@nl, including the the wilh
the mosi workeB and contracls. Al ihe Bams lime, the averag€ increase in the
!v$t nodh c€ntral and soulh cenhal €gions ls 3.5 p€rcent. For lie regions wilh
known 2010 incrsas€s, all are also within one perc€ntage point of the Unned
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