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Key Findings

  Some workers wanted to take the test voluntarily and know the results, so they 

could be more in control of their choices. They wanted to be able to tell their adult 

children before they were employed at a trade/facility w/beryllium exposure.

  Workers were fearful that the government/employer would fi nd out the results of 

the tests, so they wanted to ensure that the testing entity would have fi nancial and 

political independence from the employer.

  Workers were skeptical that employers would comply with a new genetic testing 

law prohibiting them from collecting or using genetic information.

  Worker education programs should address: the difference between an inherited 

trait vs. damage to genetic material, the social consequences of voluntarily disclosing 

your test result, and that a negative test doesn’t mean risk-free.

Conclusions:

   A window of opportunity exists to create regional partnerships – labor, 

management, public health scientists, primary care professionals and others – for 

translational research, beginning with testing former workers.

Overview
Beryllium is the fi rst industrial toxicant for which 

a valid genetic susceptibility test may soon be 

available. Researchers conducted focus groups, 

reaching 30 current and former workers and nine 

family members employed in DOE facilities in two 

rural states with limited job opportunities. This 

study is the fi rst of its kind.

For more information, contact:
Ken Silver: SILVER@mail.etsu.edu

See abstract:

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21557280

See full report: 
http://bit.ly/1czgaXD

©2012, CPWR – The Center for Construction Research and Training. CPWR, the 
research and training arm of the Building and Construction Trades Dept., AFL-CIO, 
is uniquely situated to serve construction workers, contractors, practitioners, and the 
scientifi c community. This card was made possible by a cooperative agreement with 
the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, NIOSH (OH009762). The 
contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent 
the offi cial views of NIOSH.

Genetic Susceptibility Testing for Beryllium: 
Worker Knowledge, Beliefs, and Attitudes

Worker Attitudes toward Genetic 
Testing for Beryllium Sensitivity

Silver K, Kukulka G, Gorniewicz J, Rayman K, Sharp R. 
Am J Indus Med, Jul 2011.
CPWR Report of the same name published in February 2009.

http://bit.ly/1czgaXD
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21557280
mailto:SILVER@mail.etsu.edu
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21557280
http://bit.ly/1czgaXD

